TII E NATIONAL

REPI ‘"RLT(!AN 3

TI'FRDA‘V

MORNING.

FEBRUARY 26,

1884,

 FITZ-JONN PORTP’IK

Tudge Holt Makes an Explmatlo-n of Hia Con-
neetion With the Trial,

Some Misapprehensions of Gen, Rlocam
on the Subject Set Right,

Tha following comamunication from Hon.
Joseph Holt, who wan the judge advocnta of
the Fitz-John Porter court-martial, axplaing
ftonlf:

Wanmixaros, Fob, 25, 1584—To tir Ep-
ITOR OF THE NATIONAL REFURALICAN—8ir:
Belug withdrawn from publie life, I am not o
oonatant or careful render of tho debates in
congross, sud hencs the specch of Gon,
Blocum, delivored in the houss ol repressnta-
tives on the ninetesnth of January, in ad.
vocaey of the bill for the rellef of Gen. IFits.
John Porter, essiped my notios. Having
rond it within a fow days, at the suggeation
of a friend, I find cortain pussages which oan
ronronly fall to malksan erroneons | prossion
to my praJudics, and upon which, therafore, it
would sesm to bae praper, if not inenmbent
upon me, to submit a fow observations,

Glen, Slosum sald: "Lot mo remind the
gontleman that Judge Holt, who was af-
pointed the prosscuting attorney in this vase,
had never beon in military Vife until he was
made Jualan advoceate to proscoute this very
man,' Is Im o mistake, 1 had been "in

military life''—that s, had held the office
of Jndge advooate of thoe army-—for
n hing three months bafore WAS
datalled or “appointed’ as a Judgo advoeste

for tho trial of Gen, Porter, gly commission
o8 judge mdvocate of the army, which con-
forred the office upon me without limitation
and charged me with all its duties thon ex-
isting or thereafter to arise, bore dato second
Soptamber, 1862, while the order convening
tho conrt-murtial for the trial of Gon, Porter,
and which detalled me ns the judpe advoests,
was not issued until the twensy-fifth of No-
vember thereafter. While Gen, Blosum
evidontly intended ecensuroe by thess words,
the ground of it is by wo means clear. If
his object was to complain of my haviog
been dotailed to try the ecass of Gan, Portor
alons, the complaint must have bosn
prompted by a m n. ‘I'ho court
martial was nmnlud aud convened, na
sppears by the very tormia of the order, for
tho trinl of Gen. Porter only, and houco tho
membors of the eourt, inclu &In; the judge
ndvocate, wers dotailed In accordance with
the arder for that trial only. This was strietly
formal und in obedisnce to thy Inw aud ukage
on the subject, There was nothing excop-
tional or frregulnr in my boing thus detailed
while holding the offica of judge advocate of
tho army. 1 wak detalled io the same man-
ner for the trial of the assassing of Prosident
Lincoln, and thess arvo not the ouly cases in
which I performed similar duties under the
Taw and the orders of my superior officers,

Gon, Blocum further sald; “1f the theory is,
as has bean suggestod by the gentleman, um.
the judge advoesls bas nothing to do, I
would like to know why Judge Holt was
appointed to try this one case, and why Ae got
on the retired list of the army av o general for
teying the oase, nnd stayn there to this diy ns
ngonernl.”” This s cortainly extraordinary
language. 1t seoms to proceed upon the
assumption that the retircmont of a military
officer ia o boou or reward which the Presi-
dont, in his discretion and at his will, may
bestow, for services worthy, in  his
Judgment, of such recognition. Nothing could
b more at variance with the view whieh has
herotofore prevailed. The whele subject of
the retirement of military officers is con-
trolled by positive law, and the President, in
issuing sn order of retirament, is simply the
sgent and organ of thut Inw, snd governed
in hisastion by ita conditions and limits-
tions, o the cluss of cuscs now undoer cons
sideration no question is ralsud as to special
services performoed or not performoed, but the
inquiry is whother the party s arrived at
the age required by thestatute. If, however,
my rotirement was, us ingjstod, a rocompense
for the service referred to, Gon, Slocam will
eadmit thut it was slow in reaching its desti-
nation, sinse nearly bwelve yrars wid Wepen
maontha of wncearing and wmost responsible oIﬁnaf
lubor on my  furt elapsed after the conelnsion of
the trial before the relivement took place, nnid
when it did ocour, the order Joir it wax dnsned by
Gien. (irant, then Prevident of the Urited Stales,
1s Gen, 8locum to be nnderstood as holding
that this retirement was conforred upon me
ns o roward for the prosscution of Gen, Porter
by Gon. Grant, now openly supporting his
pending application for restoration to the
army? It seems scarcely crodible, and yol
this is the effect neccssarily of the words,
“He got on the rutlred list of tho
ariny for trying the case.” The fact la that
the order retiring me took npo wnecount of
spouial or other services rotdered, but rosted
solely on the logal binsia that I had reackiod
and passod the age fixed by law for the pur-
pose, and the order had no more connection
with the trisl of Gen, Porter than it hud wicth
the deluge. It may be ndded gencrally that
military officors aro not retired ns 0 personal
favor to them, and tho act, instead of being
welcomed, is by many of them grestly de-
plired, Thoy aee presumod to be rotired
wholly in the interestsof the service to which
they belong and in meintenance of u polioy
esiablished by Inw for the purpose of giving
to that service its greatest possible etlicisney,

No swall smount ol ll-conaidured eriticiam
has beou oxpended upon my besring and
action in econneetion with the trisl of Gen.
Porter, How | performed wmy duty on that
ocousion—a duty nelther sulivited nor desired,
but which was imposed upon we by law and
the order of my superior oficer—will fully
appear by the words of the only witness to
whom I shall refer—Gen. Porter himsell, 1o
the oliborate argument in his defense, which
waa slpnod by bl and read with emphssis
nud forvur to tho court by his counsel, and
which will he found in the printed record
of the trial, he eaid, in speaking of
myself; “Your eminent oflicial Iaw adviser
who  hus  condueled  the  prodscution enlinly
awid  faivly, »0 far ar oo him  dopowded, but
with the vigitancs and energy which hin duly
demanded, bimsell in the rocent past, where
momentous events hinged on the groat sway
which in his high poit he bore, has trusted
me, nnd has felt that his trust waa in no wise
betrnyed.”" To apprevinte aright the foroe
of this frank and houvornble testimony, It
must be borne in mind that Gen, Porter wos
presont during the wholo of the trial, and
personally obsorvant of what was sald and
aone by me, so that his statomaent, as quoted,
ix adr.clnranuu not merely of anopinion, but
of n fuct ns woll, which was within bis com-
plete porsonnl koowledge, ‘Thi lovers of
trath nud Jostice will hardly hesitate to
adoept this wmoat trustworthy evidoneo as »
sullicient reply to the Lhoedless cavils of those
who wore nob present ab the trial, who are
uninformed as to its incldents, nud who, to
this day, remaio profonudly lgoorant of the

wpirit in whioh lgs procecdiugs were con-
ducted.

My subsequont xeview of tho rocord of the
trinl was made in thewdischarge of & duty
enjolued by lnw on theolice of judge advo-
oato of the army, which 1 held, and the
obiligation of this duty wad supplemented by
s written roquirement of the review from e
by Prosident Liuooln Imn-ull' 4. Howr,

l.-‘rrn !lllp-.

The shipping committes yester day took up
tho bill to admit foreign builtships to Ameri-
eun rogistry feeo of duty, and votod [ to @)
to report it adversely. Those voting In favor
of the bill wore Messrs, Slocum, Throckmor-
tou, and Denster, and those in the nogative,
Mussrs. Dingloy, Long, Fluunt, George, (' Nolll,
and Lore, Mr. Dibble did notvete, snd Mr,
Findisy was absont. 18 wis agreed that M
Dingley should propurs n report @nbodying

the viewn of the majority, and My, Nlocum |

ann emboldying the wviews of tho minority,
and that the report should go to tho calenidar |
for conuslderntion by the Liouse,
Podihiasin B
Cancoling Cheple Blamps.

The wark of vanpoling luterual reveuuo
eheck stamps wns rosumod at the tromsury
departmont yestordny, s tomporary force of
:llny elerks having bean appoluted fur that

uty.

M <
Ways and Means,

Hopresentative Boutelle, of Maine; C. F. AL
Johnson, of Arcostook sonnty, Muine, und 0.
A, Tafty, of Rhodo sland, appeared boforo
tho ways sud means commitbos youstorday o
bobalf of the starch producing industrics of
the conntry, They contunded that the pro-

pound mluctinn of duly nnd the placing of
urimu rrndm st of potato starch on the fros

Hat wonld prove destruetive to the industry,
und would deprive the farmers of one of the
moat impartant home mntkets for thoir
patatoed,

P —
A COCKING MAIN,

Washington Pleted A;;inu Vieginin in
Nine Fights and Wins,

One hundred men, reprosentiog all stages
of saclaty and professionn, drove out to Silver
Hill postoffice yastarday. For a weok pnst
Kugaestive ramors of an approsching chicken
fight were clreulatod, and although but abous
a dozen men wore acquainted with the time
and place, the above number left the vity and
drove to Bllver Il The fghta were au.
nounced tn tuke place at 11 o'clock, and by
thas time the lill.h village wms filled with

A CERTIFICATE OF (‘ll;\ll‘.a\C‘l‘ﬁR

The Mritiah Mmlnler ertn to the Effeot
Thut My Hewlitt Did Not Apologize-
e Meorely Explained.

In eomplinnes with requedts made both by
Reapressntative Hawitt, of New York, and
Representative Balmont, the house committes
on foraign affairs yostardsy made publie the
lottor nddrosesd to tho former by the British
minister, which was submittad to the com-
mittes Inst Thureday, 16 i as follows:

BriTiss Laaation, Jat, i4, 1884 — Dear Nr,

Wl In reply to your nole of yesterday, askin
we Whethor, in (e conrse of & sogind visit whioh
yo1u wore 'Iﬂmi anongn 16 pAY e soma days Kgo,
you sald or did anyibing which could be eon.
siraed as an apology for your sotion in moving
I the resolution In D‘bunnrlln case, [ have only
to say that I did not rd what yols snidd (o ma
i this Ught of an apology tor the resciution, hut
mi an eéxplanation of the ptculilr clrétim-

city mwen inquiring whore the tost was to
take place, A courier from the muin
lines oame into the village short!
alterward nud aftor wuoh tal
ngroed to cnnducc the erowd to the pit upon
tho payment of “a half dollar, an’ yor batclier
lifs yor c¢an't git thero without me.” Most
of the crowd put up and after walking a half
mile enst of Sllver Hill came to the pit, 1t
waa o an opon flold noar a barn owned by i
wan named Andrewa. Around b wore gath.
ared a score of ohoics apirits who welcomed
the erowd with hoarty cheers. About four
yards to the aast of tho pit an improvised bar
was nok up nud whisky sold briskly at s quar-
ter & drink, while beor at n dime n glass was
partsken at’ froely.

“Bunk” Ridgely, the raferco, called time
nt 11:40, and the crowd settled down to watch
the contests. The fights waro for £20 » side
and §100 on the main, Virginia was pitted
seninst Washlogton, and esch side had its
ndmirers and backers, although the Iatter
wore in the majority, Thirteon birds were
| shown, atd nine battles were arranged. The
Washington birds were handlod by Johnny
Fvans, and “Wat" Killory did the hionors for
\'lr inia.

The Washlngton bird was a faverite at 20
to 10, with fow backers, In the frat fight,
The ehickene in this fight weroe top welghta,
the Virgioin bird weighing thres ounced more
than the Washington bi In the first Ay
off the Washington dark rod killed the lighs
n-tl of Virginia in s mioute,

A dark red for Washington next sprang
into the pit and erowed lustily in the sccond
fight, A red pyle for Virginia soon followed,
and after considerable pocking sud scratch-
ing was killed by his opponent.

A handsomo gray showed up for Washing-
ton in the third fight, and a red pyle crowed
for Virginia, This was a wall-contestod fight
and both birds wers injured. The Virginis
bird proved to Lo the boal, however, and soon
sont his ga' throngh his antagonist's brain.
"I‘ho fourth fight was between u rod for Wash-

ton sond a saddle-back for Virginia, 'The

mt was n short one, but wus characterized
b_y sharp fighting, endiug in the death of the
Vieginia bind,

The fifth fight was s short one, and was
botwoen a red for Virginia and biack spot for
Washington. Thae Iatter bird, on the second
loap, killed the red with a woll-directed blow.

A brown showed up for Washington and s
rod pyle sprang fute the pit for Virglila in
the nexteontest, This was the best contested
fight of tho main, and womo sharp and protty
fighting wan witneased, Wnshington, how.
ovor, proved the best bird, and killed his bird
in a “erush.”

After this battle the Virginia men rofused
to continue the fight, aud the main was

awarded to Washington. About £1,000
changed hands, The crowd returned to this
city about 8 o'clock.

Funeral of the Late IR, §, Graham.

Tho funeral of Mr, Robort 8, Gruhinm took
place yesterday afternoon from tho residence
of Gen. 8, 8. Boredette, 1748 M  strect
northwost, and was attonded by =a
large  mumber of friends, including
members  of the order of Jonsdabs
and Golden Cross, Rev, J. E. Rankin, of the
Congregational church, officiated. Tho dis-
play of flowers was Iavish snd beautiful in
the pxtreme. Among the floral tributes were
u dome surmounted by a dove, gales ajar,
plllnw!, crowns, and anchors,

Tho funeral cscort was compponed of Jona-
dalw, hesdod by Pistorfo's band. The pall-
bearcrs were Pasp Sovireign Grand Chiof
H, Nelson, R, (. IPolkinhorn, John A, Clarko,
of Monear lodge; (. H, Klino and H. W, An-
drows, of Spartan; K. R. Brouner, of Conten-
nial; Jobn Herry, of Invineible, and H, (',
Darragh, of BEurekn, The romning were
Flncur.l in the chapel at Oak Iill, where the
torment will be had to-day.

EeE =
Mr. Springer's Proposition.

Representative Springer, of Illinofs, yesters
day introduced for reference in the house, n
proposed constitutional amendment, making
the presidential term six yesrs, and renders
ing the president ineligible to re-eloction for
the next ancceeding term. It provides forn
direct vote for vresident in each state, and
nbolishes the electoral colloge. Euch state
ghull have » number of votea equal to the
numbor of its representatives and sanators in
congress, to be glven to esch candidate in
propartion to the total vots cast for each,
The term of representatives In conpress is
fixed ot chiree voars, sod congresa shall woot
cach year on the first Wednesday in January,
tho first wesslon to convene in the Juuuary
suoceeding thy November election,

-

The Thentre Comlyue,

Another large house mssembled in the
Comique lnst evening, and an entirely new
varioty programme was presonted by n new
compuny, Soug, dance, mirth, and sensa-
tionnl novelties were blended ju three hours of
rouring fuon, concluding with Harry Mon.
tague's new satiriesl comedy ontitled “The
Mormon," a glimpso of the inner life of some
of the Latter Day Saints, It was received
with burtf’ applavse and dvmonstrations of
favar, i full of lnughablo situntions and
witty dislogue, and made s tremendous bit,
1t is sure to make the business this week st
the Comique very large. Tho whole enter-
tainment is one of the most enjoyable pro-
sunted thisseason at this theates,

wtlelulet i R pa UL,

The Healey Branch of the Land League.

The recontion aud hop of the T. M, Healey
branch of the lrish National league at For-
rest ball Inst night was a brillisnt sucocss,
Among those present were Mr., and Mrs, I,
Melntyre and davghtors, Mr, and Mrg, P. Me.
Cartriey, Mr, and Mrs, Honey Melutyre, My,
J. Irwin and  daugbtoes, Mr. and Mrs.
Thecker, Mr, and Mes, Craven, Meos. 1) Shan-
pahan, and Misses MoCoy, Koyser, Ryan,
Doushop, Niland, Bwmith, (uull.. O Dy, L.
Reed, O'Shuy, Normille, Gibhons, Durnged,
MoMahon, Feoney, MeGeo, Carran, Flotcher,
Abbie O’Connor, MeArdle, B Manning,
Burke, Lizelo MceCucn, Rysn, and McGind.
ley.

Iy —

The Rifles Cadets

The Natlonal Rifles eadets gave another of

thelr suceessful and vory enjoynblo complls
mentary salrees st the Armory hall Dast night,
Tho spacious apartment was fairly crowdod
with meery dancors, including mwnuy preity
young ladies in bright costumes. A foll
kottlo-drut orchostre furnished music and
danolig was kept up until ay early hoor this
morning.  Among those pressnt wero Misacn
Katio arrington, Kate Young, lda Tomlin-
non, Katle Wilson, Goeorgle Harrington, Girtie
Donuth, Minnie Baenard, Sully  Pumphroy,
Annfe Lewis, Anns Lasky, Florende Selby,
Jununie Coopor, Daluy Rickotts,

e— e

The Hehrew Associnted Charltion,

A numwber of prowminent Hobrews of this
| elty will leave hore next weok to attond the
nuiual convention of tho Jowish Charitablo
gocioty, nv Clovelaud, Oblo, The convention
will continue several days, Mr. Blinon Waolt,
| gf this olry, in preaidony of tho associntion. A
pre unm:'ut Hoventh streot murohant stated to
w BErunuicad repurter last night that the
copvention will be un mportant one, “I'he
pociuty lins chinrgo of nenely wil of the Tewiah
| charitable sud orpling seyloms in

Lintod,

; P
"l"lu [N hunlwnhv Canal,
The wator will be turned on the upper
Jevals of tha Cbhesspoake and Ohio eavul
Salipday next, fest proximo, snd the evening
of the sume day it will bo drawn aff the
Georgorown Jovel for tho purposo of making
BUIO NECOSSATY FERIrd,

e

“Houau oN Bats' clowrs oul lats, Mige,

15,

rotn
in the 1mnmip f p:zd. fri n%l! ml-tro.m
which oxist between the two oountrier,
This impresalon was, moreaver, srongtlisned by
your silusion to the mmluuw Inugnage-~in your
apinton—af the meolution, which You gave na o
Ifns-m why you theught that the fequest for do.
ny in the execution of the sentence should be
Truntaﬁ and by your wsying that ottior resoliijons
o0 ponelderats in form hnd besn proposed to
you, ntl ps yon wore iniormed would have bean
oilerodd lr{uu lml not framed one ao satisfndtory
10 lmli. #lded of the houwe as not to meat with &
wugle objection, whioh would have defeatod It,
lmn,‘ i that 1 ocould not presnme Shat there
wis any evidenos from what you sald of kny wait
of sinearity on ?ouurplrl la moving the rosolution
in question, Delleve me, your, viry lrlﬂ}k_
o 8, Bacxviiiy Wear,

PRERNTY Sai( = e
The Kuights of St. Barnard,

cty plonsant and well-atiended rocops
tlon ‘Was given ot Market house ball, Gearge-
town, laat night by the Knights of Bt
Bornard. Mr, Jumos Gallagher acted as floor
manager, and the committes of Rrrangomeants
was ootposesd of Messra, J. F. 8pellman, Ben
Bransell, J. Crowley, Dennis Kane, Dennla
Riley, 1. I"aul, T, M. Maoy, sod Daniel
Harrington.

Not Mach Like l"l:nm:ht Depression,

The comptrollor of the currency has aa-
thorized tho Home Natiooal bank, of Holy-
oke, Mum,, to commonce bosinoss with a eap-
ital of $260,000; the Merohanta and Farmers'
National bank, of Shakopse, Mina,, with a
oapital of G.'s{)ﬂm and the Fimt National
bank, of San Francisco (changed from a gald
to a currency baok), with a capital of §1,50,

natiom.
Mr. . Carrigan, chief clork of medicine

and surgary, navy department, has resigued
to take effect on tho ffteonth of March.

“High No More, Ladles 1"
Far Dr, Pleroe's “"Favorite Preseription” s
prompt and coriain remedy for the palisful dlsor
dem peaulinr to your sox. By all druggists.
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